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His Excellency 
Shri Arif Mohammed Khan

becomes 42nd Governor of Bihar



Dear Readers,

I am delighted to present the January 2025 edition of our
newsletter, featuring exciting updates from Bihar.

This month has been marked by remarkable progress and
development. His Excellency Arif Mohammed Khan became
the 42nd Governor of Bihar, bringing a wealth of experience
and vision to the state.

Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Nitish Kumar remained committed
to welfare and prosperity, inaugurating the Patna Book Fair,
flagged off 109 free medicine vehicles to enhance healthcare
access, and launched the Hamara Bihar Hamari Sadak mobile
application, empowering citizens with better road-related
services.

The industrial sector also witnessed growth, with NBPDCL
receiving the first prize at National Energy Conservation
Awards-2024, showcasing Bihar's commitment to sustainable
energy practices. Bihar Business Connect 2025, held in Patna,
concluded with historic milestones, as Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) worth an astounding Rs 1.8 lakh crores
were signed, setting the stage for significant economic growth.

This month was also special, as three gram panchayats were
awarded with the National Award for excellence in rural
development and recognized two young achievers from Bihar
for their exceptional contributions.

To start the year on an organized note, we have attached the
latest calendar launched by Raj Bhawan for your convenience.

We encourage you to subscribe to our newsletter for regular
updates. For any inquiries or suggestions, feel free to contact
us at rcbihar@yahoo.in.

Thank you for your continued support and engagement.
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    From Raj Bhavan

Welcome His Excellency 
Shri Arif Mohammed Khan!
On December 24, Her Excellency Smt. Droupadi Murmu appointed His Excellency Shri Arif Mohammed
Khan as new Governor of Bihar, while His Excellency Shri Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar has been
appointed as Governor of Kerala.

On December 30, His Excellency Shri Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar extended a warm welcome to the
newly appointed HE Governor of Bihar, Shri Arif Mohammed Khan, upon his arrival at Raj Bhavan, Patna.
Earlier, at Patna Airport, Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister Shri Samrat Choudhary, Chairman of Bihar
Legislative Council Shri Awadhesh Narayan Singh, Speaker of Bihar Legislative Assembly Shri Nand
Kishore Yadav, and various members of the Bihar Council of Ministers greeted and welcomed him. 

Hon’ble CM meets outgoing and newly-
appointed Governors of Bihar 

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Bihar, Shri Nitish
Kumar visited Raj Bhavan on December 31,
2024, to meet the outgoing HE Governor of
Bihar, Shri Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar,
and the new HE Governor, Shri Arif
Mohammed Khan.
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    From Raj Bhavan

"Lord Buddha's teachings were not just India's treasure but a gift to the entire world. There was no
distinction between Sanatan and Buddhist philosophies. India and Thailand have always been
spiritually united and the world would increasingly embrace Lord Buddha's principles in the future,"
said His Excellency Governor of Bihar (former), Shri Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar at a welcome
ceremony for the Thai delegation of the fourth Mekong-Ganga Dhammayatra, held at Raj Bhavan on
December 2.

His Excellency shared his February 2024 visit to Thailand, recalling the emotional connection of Thai
people to the sacred relics of Lord Buddha and his disciples, Arhat Sariputta and Arhat Maudgalyayana.
The relics were displayed across four provinces for 25 days, where devotees felt Buddha's divine
presence.

He also mentioned about the enduring cultural and spiritual ties between India and Thailand and noted
that many in Thailand worship Hindu deities, reaffirming the unity between Sanatan and Buddhist
philosophies.

LORD BUDDHA'S TEACHINGS: 
A UNIVERSAL TREASURE UNITING INDIA AND THAILAND
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    From Raj Bhavan

  

On International Day of Persons with Disabilities (December 3), His Excellency Governor of Bihar
(former), Shri Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar distributed prosthetic devices and tri-cycles to
persons with disabilities at Bharat Vikas and Sanjay Anand Disabled Hospital-cum-Research
Centre in Patna. He also flagged off a motorcycle rally showcasing the abilities of people with
disabilities.

During the event, His Excellency said that the work being done by the hospital for differently-
abled is unparalleled. He emphasized that as we progress in social work, the support from people
also grows. Whether our noble efforts are acknowledged or not, they are always observed by
God. It is by divine grace that we are inspired and empowered to perform such acts. He
commended the selfless service being provided to society by dedicating one’s body, mind, and
resources without charge.

HE further mentioned that there is a need to raise awareness among people to reduce disability in
society. He urged that persons with disabilities should be brought to the hospital for treatment by
their families.

His Excellency distributes
prosthetic devices and tri-cycles

Health Minister’s Book on Bihar’s Public Health Vision Launched

His Excellency Governor (Former), Shri Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar, on December 17, released a book
"Arogya Path Par Bihar, Jan Swasthya Ka Mangal Kaal," authored by Hon’ble Health Minister of Bihar, Shri
Mangal Pandey. The event was held at the auditorium of the expanded Bihar Legislative Assembly
building.
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    CM in Focus

Hon'ble CM Shri Nitish Kumar inaugurates Patna Book Fair

Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Nitish Kumar inaugurated the Patna Book Fair at Gandhi Maidan. Organized
under the aegis of the Center for Readership Development, the Patna Book Fair was held from December 6
to December 17.

This year’s theme for the book fair was “Trees, Water, Life: Change the Environment Now.” As part of the
event, the Chief Minister inaugurated a painting exhibition and the Developed India @ 2047 photo
exhibition and awareness campaign by cutting the ceremonial ribbon.

Hon'ble CM Shri Nitish Kumar flags off 109 free medicine vehicles

Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Nitish Kumar on December 12 flagged off 109 free medicine vehicles from 1
Anne Marg. These vehicles aimed to improve the distribution of free medicines and enhance healthcare
services. 

On the occasion, Development Commissioner and Additional Chief Secretary of the Health Department,
Pratyaya Amrit, welcomed the Chief Minister by presenting him with a plant. 

The objective of this program is to ensure timely availability of medicines at all government health
institutions, especially in remote areas, so that no citizen is deprived of health benefits due to
unavailability of medicines. This effort by the government represents a significant step towards providing
better healthcare services to every citizen, particularly the poor and marginalized communities. The GPS-
equipped medicine vehicles are part of the 'Swasth Bihar' mission, which aims to improve the living
standards of the most vulnerable groups in society. 7

https://state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar/cache/10/02-Jan-25/SHOW_DOCS/cm%20-%20414.pdf
https://x.com/NitishKumar/status/1865047360344330446
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    CM in Focus
Hon'ble CM launches 'Hamara Bihar,
Hamari Sadak' mobile app

'Hamara Bihar, Hamari Sadak' app enables public to report road-related issues such as potholes,
damaged edges, and other concerns directly to the department. The app, available across the state,
offers an accessible platform for citizens to share road maintenance problems. Users can upload details
and photos of any road's poor condition. 

The app provides a comprehensive list of 65,000 kilometers of rural roads under maintenance across all
blocks in the state. Users can select their block, report issues like potholes, and upload photos. Once a
complaint is registered, the concerned authorities are required to resolve the issue within a stipulated
timeframe and update the resolution status on the app. After resolving the issue, officials will upload
pictures of the repaired site, ensuring transparency in the maintenance and repair process for rural
roads.

Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Nitish
Kumar on December 19, launched
'Hamara Bihar, Hamari Sadak' mobile
app from 'Sankalp' at 01, Anne Marg,
Patna. This Android-based mobile app
has been developed under the Rural
Works Department.

Hon'ble CM said that this advanced
technology would not only improve
transportation in rural areas but also
accelerate the development of
infrastructure with active public
participation. He also urged
authorities to promptly address
complaints received from the public. 

Meet and Greet @ Happy New Year 2025

On the occasion of New Year 2025, Honourable Chief Minister of
Bihar, Shri Nitish Kumar, warmly received greetings and good
wishes from leaders and citizens at 1 Anne Marg. The Chief
Minister acknowledged the support and solidarity extended by all,
expressing his gratitude for the continuous encouragement in his
efforts to further the state's progress.
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    CM in Focus

Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Nitish
Kumar extended his best wishes to
famous Maithili writer Mahendra
Malangia for receiving the Sahitya
Akademi Award for year 2024.
Mahendra Malangia, a resident of
the Rahika block in Madhubani
district, was honored with the
prestigious award for his collection
of essays titled "Prabandh
Sangrah." In his congratulatory
message, the Hon'ble Chief
Minister said that this achievement
is a matter of great pride for Bihar. 

Hon'ble CM Shri Nitish Kumar congratulates Mahendra Malangia
on receiving Sahitya Akademi Award

Hon'ble CM Shri Nitish Kumar flags off 43 deluxe buses
Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Nitish Kumar, on December 19, flagged off 43 deluxe buses from 1 Anne Marg.
With the operation of these new deluxe buses, people across various parts of the state can experience
convenient and comfortable travel. The introduction of these 43 deluxe buses aimed to provide affordable,
accessible, and safe transportation services on various inter-district routes throughout the state. Present at
the occasion were Deputy Chief Minister Samrat Chaudhary, Deputy Chief Minister Vijay Kumar Sinha,
Transport Minister Sheela Kumari, Rural Works Minister Ashok Chaudhary, Chief Secretary Amritlal Meena,
Development Commissioner Pratyaya Amrit, and other senior officials from the Transport Department.
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In a ceremony held at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi, on December 20, Her Excellency President Smt. Droupadi
Murmu presented Deen Dayal Upadhyay Panchayat Sustainable Development Awards to three gram
panchayats from Bihar for their exemplary contributions to rural development. The honored panchayats
include Jajuar Madhya from Muzaffarpur district, Parthu from Nalanda district, and Punhada from
Jehanabad district. This recognition highlights the essential role of local governance in advancing
sustainable practices and improving community welfare across India.

Her Excellency President Droupadi Murmu honored two children from Bihar with the National Child Award.

Goldie Kumari from Nalanda, Bihar, received recognition for winning three medals, including gold, at the
World Para Olympic Youth Games in Thailand.
Saurabh Kumar from Sheikhpura, Bihar, was awarded for his bravery in rescuing three girls from
drowning in a pond.

The awards were given in seven categories: Art and Culture, Bravery, Innovation, Science and Technology,
Social Work, Sports, and Environment.

Her Excellency President Smt. Droupadi Murmu honors
Gram Panchayats with National Awards

Her Excellency President Smt. Droupadi Murmu honors two young
achievers from Bihar

    Awards
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    Sports

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Bihar, Shri Nitish Kumar, on December 1, honoured players, head coach, support
staff of Indian Women’s Hockey Team and contributors to the successful organization of Women’s Asian
Hockey Champions Trophy 2024 at a felicitation ceremony held at Bapu Tower Auditorium, Patna.

Hon’ble CM awarded ₹10 lakh each to the players and head coach of the victorious Indian team, while
supporting staff received ₹5 lakh each as a token of appreciation. Additionally, officials and collaborators
from various departments who played a key role in ensuring the success of the tournament were honored
with certificates of appreciation.

The Women’s Asian Hockey Champions
Trophy 2024 was successfully hosted in
Bihar for the first time in Rajgir from
November 11 to 20. Teams from six
nations - China, Japan, South Korea,
Thailand, Indonesia and India -
participated. Indian women’s hockey team
clinched the championship title by
defeating China in the final game.

Hon’ble CM Shri Nitish Kumar felicitates Indian Women's Hockey
Team for winning Women's Asian Hockey Champions Trophy 2024
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https://x.com/NitishKumar/status/1863212108579737671/photo/1


    Sports

Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Nitish Kumar inaugurated Mashaal, the world's largest sports talent hunt
competition, on December 9 at the Indoor Stadium of Pataliputra Sports Complex, Kankarbagh. 

During the inauguration, Hon'ble CM awarded seven exceptional athletes scholarships under Bihar Sports
Scholarship Scheme, providing ₹20 lakh annually for advanced training. In addition, he distributed sports
kits to the participants, emphasizing the government's unwavering support for aspiring athletes.

Mashaal is an initiative by Bihar government to foster a strong sports culture and empower athletes from
across the state. This ambitious competition seeks to identify and nurture talented school and non-
school athletes, equipping them with the training and resources needed to excel at national and
international platforms, including the 2032 and 2036 Olympics.

The talent hunt will witness participation from approximately 60 lakh athletes across 40,000 government
secondary and higher secondary schools, as well as talented non-school athletes. The multi-tiered
competition will be conducted at block, district, divisional, and state levels, covering key disciplines such
as athletics, kabaddi, football, and volleyball. Events under athletics include running, long jump, and
cricket ball throw.

The competition is categorized for boys and girls under 14 and under 16, aiming to create a robust
pipeline of skilled athletes. 

Hon'ble CM Shri Nitish Kumar
Inaugurates Bihar Sports Talent Hunt
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    Industries

NBPDCL wins first prize at India's National
Energy Conservation Awards-2024 

North Bihar Power Distribution Company Limited (NBPDCL) has been awarded the first prize in the National
Energy Conservation Awards-2024 for its exceptional energy conservation efforts in the DISCOM sector
under the "Institutions" category.

Shri Nilesh Deore, Managing Director of NBPDCL and senior IAS officer, received the award from His
Excellency Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar at a ceremony held at Vigyan Bhawan. The awards were
presented during the annual Energy Conservation Day celebrations on December 14 in Delhi, recognizing
achievements across multiple sectors, including industry, transport, buildings, and institutions, in
promoting energy conservation.

In addition to this recognition, NBPDCL's efforts have been further acknowledged with the National Award
for Best DISCOM by the Ministry of Power (MoP). Over the past six months, the company successfully
installed 16 lakh smart meters, covering 30% of its consumer base, marking a significant step toward
digitalization and improved efficiency in power distribution.

The financial turnaround of the company is also noteworthy. NBPDCL achieved a profit of ₹240 crore in the
first eight months of the current financial year, a remarkable transformation from a ₹340 crore loss at the
end of the first quarter in June.
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    Industries

Bihar Business Connect 2024 concluded on a high note, achieving a historic milestone for the
state's industrial growth. The event commenced with a ceremonial lamp lighting by Hon’ble
Deputy Chief Minister Shri Vijay Kumar Sinha, who graced the occasion as Chief Guest.
Distinguished government dignitaries in attendance included Shri Nitish Mishra, Hon’ble
Industries and Tourism Minister; Shri Bijendra Prasad Yadav, Hon’ble Energy Minister; Shri Amrit
Lal Meena, Chief Secretary, Government of Bihar; Shri Deepak Kumar, Secretary to the Chief
Minister and Shri Pratyaya Amrit, Development Commissioner.

BBC 2024 saw signing of several landmark Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) between
Bihar and leading companies, marking a transformative step for the state’s industrial landscape.
A total of 423 MoUs were signed, amounting to an impressive Rs 1.8 lakh crore—three times the
amount signed last year. The renewable energy sector saw the highest investment, with Sun
Petro Chemicals pledging Rs 36,700 crore and NHPC contributing Rs 5,500 crore. In the food
processing industry, SLMG Beverages (Coca-Cola) and Haldiram’s Snacks Pvt. Ltd. committed Rs
3,000 crore and Rs 300 crore, respectively. Additionally, Shree Cement committed Rs 800 crore
for general manufacturing.

Bihar Business Connect 2024 marks historic
milestone with MoUs worth Rs 1.8 lakh crore signed

423 MoUs with companies across multiple sectors

"Over the years, we have worked relentlessly for
Bihar's development, and it fills me with pride to see
your active role in this effort. Your contributions will
benefit not only Bihar’s people but also create new
opportunities and generate employment. With our
strong infrastructure, resources, and vibrant
population, I invite you all to invest in Bihar and join
us in shaping a brighter future." - Hon’ble CM Shri
Nitish Kumar 14



    Industries

Udyami Panchayat: A Step Towards Strengthening Bihar's
Business Ecosystem

"Udyami Panchayat" event, organized by Department of Industries, Bihar, brought together key
stakeholders, including secretaries from various state departments and representatives from
leading industry associations. Investors and entrepreneurs shared valuable insights, suggestions,
and challenges, fostering a collaborative approach to enhance Bihar's industrial landscape.

Hon'ble Minister of Industries, Shri Nitish Mishra,
highlighted Government of Bihar's commitment to
fostering a business-friendly environment, saying, "We’ve
implemented policies to support industries, both present
and future. It’s gratifying to see these policies benefiting
businesses. The insights gained from Udyami Panchayat
will further help us fine-tune our policies." 

Chief Secretary Shri Amrit Lal Meena highlighted that the state
is actively implementing industrial policies and investing in
infrastructure, including road and rail networks. He added,
"The government welcomes entrepreneurial feedback to
further enhance its business-friendly environment."

In a significant move to address long-standing investor concerns, Shri
Kundan Kumar, MD of BIADA, said that land allotments will no longer
be arbitrarily cancelled. He also mentioned that BIADA is working on
developing an Exit Policy to offer greater flexibility for investors. To
further streamline the grievance redressal process, a Grievance Tab
has been introduced on the BIADA website, and a dedicated mobile
app is under development to make it easier for entrepreneurs to
resolve issues efficiently.
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    Industries

India's First Battery Management System Technology
Developed with IIT Patna and Bihar Government Collaboration

Chief Secretary reviews key industrial developments in
Muzaffarpur and Hajipur

In a significant achievement, Amossys Portable Power LLP, under the mentorship of the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT), Patna and with the collaboration of Government of India and Bihar’s
Department of Industries, has developed India's first Battery Management System (BMS)
technology. This technology is considered essential for the operational safety of lithium-ion
batteries (LIB) and LIB packs, which are critical for electric vehicles (EVs) and various commercial
applications. The BMS technology is also valuable for defense applications in diverse
environmental conditions, including low-temperature regions. On December 12, the first
international consignment of inverters based on the BMS technology was dispatched from IIT
Patna's Incubation Center to Nigeria (Africa).

Chief Secretary of Bihar, Shri Amrit Lal Meena, visited the Bag Cluster and Textile Park in the
Industrial Area Bela, Muzaffarpur, on December 12. He commended Bihar Industrial Area
Development Authority (BIADA) for successfully transforming the area into a thriving textile hub.
He also visited Competence Exports, a safety shoe manufacturer and exporter, at the Export
Promotion Industrial Park (EPIP) in Hajipur.
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'RERA Bihar Se Roobaroo' held at Bihar Niwas

Ambassadors' Meet held in Delhi

Bihar Real Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA) conducted 'RERA Bihar Se Roobaroo' program to raise
awareness, particularly in areas with significant Bihar populations. The series commenced on
December 23 at Bihar Niwas in Delhi, attended by RERA Bihar Chairman Mr. Vivek Kumar Singh,
former Chairman Mr. Naveen Verma, and Bihar's Resident Commissioner Mr. Kundan Kumar. The
event saw participation from numerous promoters and homebuyers. Presentations were made on
necessary documentation for project registration and key considerations for potential investors before
purchasing properties.

Department of Industries, Government of Bihar, with the help of Team Bihar Bhawan successfully
hosted "Bihar Business Connect 2024 - Ambassadors Meet" in New Delhi on December 9. Honorable
Deputy Chief Minister and Finance Minister Shri Samrat Chaudhary graced the event, alongside
Hon'ble Industry and Tourism Minister Shri Nitish Mishra and other key officials. Around 30 foreign
guests attended, including ambassadors from Vietnam, Argentina, and Philippines. 

Bihar Bhawan Corner
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Answers: 1- ख ; 2 - ग; 3 - ग

Bihar Bhawan Corner

Team Bihar Bhawan hosted a "Friday Lunch" with
IAS and IPS officers from Bihar who are posted in
Delhi. This light-hearted gathering serves as a vital
platform for enhancing communication and
collaboration among state officials, fostering
stronger connections and facilitating discussions
on various administrative matters relevant to
Bihar.
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Bihar Foundation officials meet Hon'ble Deputy CM of Bihar

    Bihar Foundation

Bihar Foundation's Chandigarh Chapter Meets Haryana Governor

On December 30, officials from Bihar Foundation's Punjab and Chandigarh Chapter, including Chairman
Dr. Rupesh Kumar Singh, Vice Chairman Niraj Singh, Secretary Binay Shankar Jha, and Treasurer Pallav
Kumar, met with Hon'ble Deputy Chief Minister of Bihar, Shri Vijay Kr Sinha.

During the meeting, the officials highlighted plans to organize a special event in Chandigarh aimed at
promoting Bihar's rich cultural heritage. Hon'ble Deputy CM expressed appreciation for this initiative
and assured his full support to help realize this vision in the near future.

On November 30, representatives from the Bihar Foundation's Chandigarh Chapter, including Sri Rupesh
Kumar Singh, Sri Niraj Kumar Singh, Sri Binay Shankar Jha, and Sri Pallav Kumar, met with the Hon'ble
Governor of Haryana, Sri Bandaru Dattatrey.During this significant meeting, the officials discussed
various global and local initiatives of the Foundation with the Governor. This engagement is viewed as a
crucial step in extending the Foundation's outreach and promoting its objectives within the region.
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    Education

2025 Holiday Schedule for Bihar Universities
and Colleges Announced

Following the approval of His Excellency Governor-cum-Chancellor (Former), Shri Rajendra Vishwanath
Arlekar, Governor's Secretariat, Bihar, Raj Bhavan, Patna, on December 11, 2024 released a holiday
calendar for universities and colleges in Bihar for the year 2025. The schedule is as follows:

His Excellency Governor-cum-Chancellor (Former), Shri
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar, on December 16 addressed
medal and degree recipients at 4th Convocation
Ceremony of Pataliputra University, Patna, held at Shri
Krishna Memorial Hall. HE urged students to aim high and
use their knowledge and intellect for the benefit of society
and the nation, emphasizing that their identity would be
shaped by their actions and conduct.

Pataliputra University's 4th Convocation
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https://cdnbbsr.s3waas.gov.in/s324917db15c4e37e421866448c9ab23d8/uploads/2024/12/202412121976982609.pdf
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CALENDAR 2025
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Thank
You

Thank you so much for being a cherished
part of our newsletter community. Your
unwavering support and engagement
drive us to continually provide enriching
content that resonates with your interests.
Thank you for your trust and for being an
integral part of our newsletter family.

Reach out to us at 
 rescm-bi@nic.in


